


The Beginning 
•  Exchange student 

in Japan; 
•  Mutual love for 

China, and mutual 
Chinese friend; 

•  Marriage, born of 
the child; 

•  Move to Brazil. 



Geography 
•  Brazil 
•  Mostly in the South Hemisphere 

(but also a little in the North); 
•  Time zones UTC-02:00, 

UTC-03:00, UTC-04:00 and 
UTC-05:00; 

•  5th largest country in the world 
(both in population and in area); 

•  Speaks Portuguese; 
•  Roman alphabet; 
•  Tropical, equatorial, semiarid, 

highland tropical, temperate and 
subtropical climates; 

•  Located entirely in the South 
American plate. 

•  Japan 
•  North hemisphere; 
•  Time zone UTC+09:00; 
•  Archipelago of 6852 islands, 

being the 62 largest country in 
the world (area); 

•  10th largest population in the 
world; 

•  Speaks Japanese; 
•  Three writing systems: Kanji 

(Chinese characters), Hiragana 
and Katakana. 

•  Temperate, humid continental, 
humid subtropical and 
subtropical climates;  

•  Located on the Pacific Ring of 
Fire. 
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Infrastructure 
•  Brazil 
•  Drives on the right side; 
•  Bad health, education, 

public transport and service 
systems; 

•  High index in criminality; 
•  Big number of flex cars; 
•  Slow internet connection 

(2nd most expensive); 
•  Strict labor policies; 
•  Several types of Police force; 
•  A lot of holidays. 

•  Japan 
•  Drives on the left side; 
•  Effective health, education, 

public transport and service 
systems; 

•  Very safe environment; 
•  Mostly fossil fueled cars, but 

also a lot of hybrid and electric 
cars; 

•  Leader in broadband speed; 
•  Not much of labor policies; 
•  Only one type of Police; 
•  Few holidays and little time for 

vacations. 



Government & politics 
•  Brazil 
•  A federation; 
•  States (and Federal District) 

have autonomous 
administrations; 

•  Tripartite branches of 
government (executive, 
legislative and judicial); 

•  Voting is compulsory; 
•  Several political parties; 
•  Formerly a Portuguese colony; 
•  Formerly an empire; 
•  Suffered a coup d’état in 1964; 
•  Current leader: President Dilma 

Rousseff. 

•  Japan 
•  A constitutional monarchy; 
•  Has a Prime Minister and an 

Emperor; 
•  Bicameral parliament (a House 

of Representatives and a House 
of Councilors); 

•  Voting is optional; 
•  Two political parties: 

Democratic and Liberal; 
•  Formerly an empire; 
•  Current leaders: 

–  Emperor: Akihito 
–  Prime Minister: Shinzo Abe. 



Culture 
•  Brazil 
•  School is part time; 
•   Wear shoes in the house; 
•  Sleep in beds or hammocks 

(minority); 
•  Shower at least 2 times a 

day; 
•  Have little sense of honesty, 

usefulness and hygiene; 
•  Very communicative and 

friendly; 
•  Love parties 
•  Love physical contact; 
•  Greets with kisses in the 

cheeks or hugs. 

•  Japan 
•  Full time school; 
•  No shoes inside the house; 
•  Sleep in beds or futons; 
•  It’s usual for a married 

couple to sleep separately; 
•  Take bath once a day in 

ofuros (sometimes 2 times); 
•  Very honest, hygienic and 

eager to be useful; 
•  Not communicative at all; 
•  Like small parties or none at 

all; 
•  Don’t like physical contact; 
•  Greets with a bow. 
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Food 
•  Brazil 
•  Lots of meat; 
•  In Bahia state coastal area: 

lots of fish, seafood and 
spices; 

•  Influences from other 
cultures; 

•  Oily food; 
•  Rich in tropical fruits; 
•  Main meal: lunch; 
•  Love food with intense 

flavorings (e.g. really salty, 
really sweet); 

•  Love sweet 

•  Japan 
•  Lots of fish, seafood and 

vegetables; 
•  Mainly raw or boiled; 
•  Drink a lot of green tea; 
•  Main meal: dinner; 
•  Breakfast consists (usually) 

mainly of rice and miso 
soup; 

•  Rice is the main dish (not 
the side one); 

•  In 90% of the houses, have 
rice 3 times a day; 

•  Sweets are considered for 
girls.� 
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The people 
•  Brazil 
•  Ethnically mixed 

population; 
•  Have to be tanned; 
•  Women have to be curvy, 

and have big butt and 
legs; 

•  Men have to be really 
muscular; 

•  Sexy is the goal. 
•  It’s totally acceptable to 

make horrible noises with 
the nose. 

•  Japan 
•  Mainly typically 

Japanese; 
•  Have to be pale; 
•  Have to be really skinny; 
•  Girly and delicate is the 

goal (for ladies). 
•  To make noises while 

drinking tea or having 
noodles or soup is 
normal. 





Similarities 
•  Making a huge noise blowing your nose is not 

well seen; 
•  Eat lots of fish; 
•  Love to drink; 
•  Love football (Soccer); 
•  Were empires; 
•  Have large populations; 
•  Like rice; 
•  Have a big number of immigrants from 

Brazil/Japan. 



Any questions? 



Thank you for the attention 


