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Azores are willing to diversify destination markets for exports. Kymenlaakso, the only global entry gate to 

Russia and to Nordic countries can give a great contribution on this Azores objective. 

For that reason, a Mission of persons with competencies specialized and complementary is on the way to 

Azores to share with Azores exporters the know-how to enter those markets by establishing in 

Kymenlaakso. They will be in Azores from Monday to Thursday, 05th to 8th of November 2012. The Regional 

Government of Azores (thought APIA) is organizing the visit, so the Mission participants are able to contact 

the most possible exporters. Azores has got 9 islands, around 250.000 persons, with a GDP of around 3,7 B€ 

and it is located at around 2 hours by plane from Lisbon. Next year from May to October will have weekly 

directly flights from Helsinki. So probably, the worst month to be in Azores due to rain might be November. 

Anyway the 18 persons of Mission are going to Azores not because of the climate. They believe that is 

possible to increase the economic relations between the Azores/Portugal and Kymenlaakso. This Mission 

could be the first brick of bridge or channel to do so. It is expected that the reciprocity Mission from Azores 

to Kymenlaakso/Pietari will take place in March 2013. 

Monday the Mission will meet in Lisbon (IAPMEI) with the director of PME Líder which is the selection of 

the best performing companies in Portugal. Mission participants will be able to know which companies are 

willing to export to Nordic and Russia through Kymenlaakso. At the same time two members of the Mission 

will visit a pharmaceutical company in Lisbon willing to enter Nordic and Russian markets. 

In the afternoon already in Azores (Ponta Delgada, the capital of Azores) the meetings with local companies 

will take place. 

Tuesday the Mission is expecting to be received by His Excellency the Regional Secretary of State of 

Economy. During the morning will be able to understand how the value adding companies in Finland can 

create jobs both in Finland and in Azores using the almost 970 M€ available only until 31-12-13. 

The lunch (offered) will be held in the famous Colégio do Castanheiro, which is willing to establish 

cooperation with EKAMI. The afternoon will be the conference about exports to Russia and Nordic 

countries by establishing in Kymenlaakso. 

Still in Ponta Delgada, the dinner (offered) is being organized AMASM in cooperation with the City of Vila 

do Porto from the most south island of Azores: Santa Maria. 

Wednesday the Mission will be in the second largest island of Azores, Terceira. In the morning will visit the 

Azores export farm. It will be signed the historical Cooperation Platform that is intended to smooth the 

economic relations between Portuguese Speaking World and Nordic and Russian World. Again the local 

authorities will offer the lunch. The entities signing the Cooperation Platform are Cidade Praia da Vitória, 

Câmara de Comércio e Industria de Angra de Heroísmo, NERLEI and Cursor (from Finland).The afternoon 

will be dedicated to conference about exports to Russian and Nordic countries by establishing in 

Kymenlaakso. 

Thursday will be the returning day however will be full of meetings until the time to take the plane back to 

Finland at 16:10 local time, less three hours than in Finland. 

Further information can be checked at http://www.kymenlaaksoiicouncil.org  

http://www.kymenlaaksoiicouncil.org/

